CRIMINAL LAW ACT 1997

AN ACT TO ABOLISH ALL DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN FELONY AND MISDEMEANOUR AND TO AMEND AND SIMPLIFY THE LAW
IN RESPECT OF MATTERS ARISING FROM OR RELATED TO ANY SUCH DISTINCTION, TO ABOLISH PENAL SERVITUDE, HARD
LABOUR, PRISON DIVISIONS AND CORPORAL PUNISHMENT, AND TO PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN OTHER MATTERS CONNECTED
WITH THE MATTERS AFORESAID.

[22nd April, 1997]

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS:
(--r)

Arrest without warrant.

4. - (1) Subject to subsections (4) and (5), any person may arrest without warrant anyone who is or whom he or she, with
reasonable cause, suspects to be in the act of committing an arrestable offence.

(2) Subject to subsections (4) and (5), where an arrestable offence has been committed, any person may arrest without
warrant anyone who is or whom he or she, with reasonable cause, suspects to be guilty of the offence.

(3) Where a member of the Garda Siochana, with reasonable cause, suspects that an arrestable offence has been committed,
he or she may arrest without warrant anyone whom the member, with reasonable cause, suspects to be guilty of the offence.

(4) An arrest other than by a member of the Garda Siochana may only be effected by a person under subsection (1) or (2)
where he or she, with reasonable cause, suspects that the person to be arrested by him or her would otherwise attempt to
avoid, or is avoiding, arrest by a member of the Garda Siochana.

(5) A person who is arrested pursuant to this section by a person other than a member of the Garda Siochéana shall be
transferred into the custody of the Garda Sioch&na as soon as practicable.

(6) This section shall not affect the operation of any enactment restricting the institution of proceedings for an offence or
prejudice any power of arrest conferred by law apart from this section.

Arrest on warrant or order of committal.

5. - A warrant for the arrest of a person or an order of committal may be executed by a member of the Garda Siochana
notwithstanding that it is not in the member's possession at the time; but the warrant or order shall be shown to him or her as
soon as practicable

Entry and search of premises to effect an arrest.

6. - (1) For the purpose of arresting a person on foot of a warrant of arrest or an order of committal, a member of the Garda
Siochana may enter (if need be, by use of reasonable force) and search any premises (including a dwelling) where the person is
or where the member, with reasonable cause, suspects that person to be, and such warrant or order may be executed in
accordance with section 5.

(2) For the purpose of arresting a person without a warrant for an arrestable offence a member of the Garda Siochana may
enter (if need be, by use of reasonable force) and search any premises (including a dwelling) where that person is or where the
member, with reasonable cause, suspects that person to be, and where the premises is a dwelling the member shall not, unless
acting with the consent of an occupier of the dwelling or other person who appears to the member to be in charge of the
dwelling, enter that dwelling unless—

(a) he or she or another such member has observed the person within or entering the dwelling, or

(b) he or she, with reasonable cause, suspects that before a warrant of arrest could be obtained the person will either abscond
for the purpose of avoiding justice or will obstruct the course of justice, or

(c) he or she, with reasonable cause, suspects that before a warrant of arrest could be obtained the person would commit an
arrestable offence, or



(d) the person ordinarily resides at that dwelling.

(3) Without prejudice to any express amendment or repeal made by this Act, this section shall not affect the operation of any
enactment or rule of law relating to powers of search or powers of arrest.

(..)



